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5,500 Volunteers Turn Out for Trident United Way’s 17th Annual Day of Caring 
 

NORTH CHARLESTON, S.C.  – More than 5,500 volunteers showed up to schools and nonprofit 
agencies throughout the Tri-County area on Friday to participate in Trident United Way’s 17th annual Day 
of Caring. Donning blue Day of Caring shirts, volunteer groups from 133 companies completed 277 
projects occurring from Awendaw to St. Stephen and everywhere in between. 
 
“That was the most fun I’ve had in 20 years,” said Stephen Brisben of SC Ports Authority as he and 
coworkers visited classrooms at W.B. Goodwin Elementary School to read stories and assist with 
projects. “We were working in different centers in the classroom with three year-olds building a castle. 
They told me that I looked like Christmas.” 
 
Trident United Way calculated that nonprofit agencies and schools will receive a total of 28,249 
volunteer hours on the 17th annual Day of Caring. This equates to more than $20,000 in free labor* and 
does not even take supplies purchased by the teams into account.  
 
“Day of Caring is such a great day in the community and we know a lot of companies look forward to it 
every year,” Trident United Way Volunteer Engagement Manager Amanda Netsch said. “We spend all 
year planning this event and we love to hear about the companies that form a relationship with the 
agency it partners with on Day of Caring. Sometimes companies choose to stay involved year-round 
with that particular agency and others want to partner with the same group year after year to watch 
continued growth in the community.” 
 
The InterTech Group is an example of a company that continues to partner with Lowcountry Food Bank 
each year as more than 30 volunteers teamed up with groups from five other companies to sort and 
pack food. Meanwhile Student Transportation of America began a new tradition by pairing with 
Malcolm C. Hursey Elementary School for its first Day of Caring to wash walls, put together bookcases 
and plant fall flowers.  
 
Day of Caring volunteers have an opportunity to receive as well as give this year by taking part in 
Trident United Way’s social media contest. Participants are encouraged to upload their Day of Caring 
photos and tag Trident United Way on Facebook and/or Twitter and use the #DayOfCaring hashtag to 
be entered to win a Kickin’ Chicken Food Truck Party for 75 people. The post with the most votes by 
Monday at 4 pm will win.  
 
*Labor is calculated using the recommended hourly rate of $11.11 by the US Bureau of Labor and Statistics. 
    


